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Epiphanies

La nina
(Federico Garcia Lorca, 1898-1936)

La nifia va en el columpio
de norte a sur

de sur a norte.

En la parabola

tiembla una estrella roja
bajo todas las estrellas.

WeiBit du noch?
(Rainer Maria Rilke, 1875—1926)

WeiBit du noch: fallende Sterne, die

quer wie Pferde durch die Himmel sprangen
iiber plotzlich hingehaltne Stangen

unsrer Wiinsche—hatten wir so viele?—
denn es sprangen Sterne, ungezahlt;

fast ein jeder Aufblick war vermahlt

mit dem raschen Wagnis ihrer Spiele,

und das Herz empfand sich als ein Ganzes
unter diesen Triimmern ihres Glanzes

und war heil, als tiberstiind es sie!

Je n’ai pas oublié
(Charles Baudelaire, 1821—1867)

Je n’ai pas oublié, voisine de la ville,

Notre blanche maison, petite mais tranquille;

Sa Pomone de platre et sa vielle Vénus

Dans un bosquet chétif cachant leurs membres nus,
Et le soleil, le soir, ruisselant et superbe,

Qui, derriéere la vitre ou se brisait sa gerbe,
Semblait, grand ceil ouvert dans le ciel curieux,
Contempler nos diners longs et silencieux,
Répandant largement ses beaux reflets de cierge
Sur la nappe frugale et les rideaux de serge.

Upupa
(Eugenio Montale, 1896—1981)

Upupa, ilare uccello calunniato
dai poeti, che roti la tua cresta
sopra I'aereo stollo del pollaio

e come un finto gallo giri al vento;
nunzio primaverile, upupa, come
per te il tempo s’arresta,

non muore piu il Febbraio,

come tutto di fuori si protende

al muover del tuo capo,

aligero folletto, e tu lo ignori.

Used by permission of the Estate of Eugenio Montale
by arrangement with the Italian Literary Agency.

The girl
(translation by Jerome Rothenberg)

The girl on the swing

goes from north down to south,
from south up to north.

And on the parabola

a red star is trembling

beneath all the stars.

Do you still remember?
(translation by Edward Snow)

Do you still remember: falling stars, how

they leapt slantwise through the sky

like horses over suddenly held-out hurdles

of our wishes—had we so many?—

for stars, innumerable, leapt everywhere;

almost every look upward was wedded

to the swift hazard of their play,

and the heart felt itself a single thing

beneath that vast disintegration of their brilliance—
and was whole, as though it would survive them!

I've not forgotten
(translation by A. S. Kline)

I've not forgotten, near to the town,

our white house, small but alone:

its Pomona of plaster, its Venus of old

hiding nude limbs in the meagre grove,

and the sun, superb, at evening, streaming,
behind the glass, where its sheaves were bursting,
a huge eye in a curious heaven, present

to gaze at our meal, lengthy and silent,

spreading its beautiful candle glimmer

on the frugal cloth and the rough curtain.

Hoopoe
(translation by John Richmond)

Hoopoe, merry bird the poets slander,

you revolve your crest atop the pole

which sticks up in the air above the henhouse

so that like a weathercock you spin round in the wind;
hoopoe, you're the harbinger of spring,

as if for you time’s stopped

and February never dies,

as if the world beyond you rolls out

following the movement of your head,

a fact of which you’re unaware, you sprite with wings.



Varakozas
(Zso6fia Ban, b. 1957)

Ma reggel mar eljot az id6

Ne késlekedj tovabb, varlak

Oly szép vagy édes gyermek

Te hozzal ma nékem boldogsagot
Ne félj megsziiletni, varlak
Megvédlek barmitol

Testem a tested honapok 6ta
Szarnyal a képzelet

Hogy milyen leszel vajon

Nicsak, mi az ott, fenn a fan?
Még nem lattam — méadar!

Elet madara

Mint egy latomas iil a fan

Madar, madar, egy hirhoz6 madar
Voros tollaval tizeni hogy

Jon az 1j élet!

Used by permission of Zs6fia Ban.

Waiting

(translation by Zsofia Ban)

This morning the time has come

Do not dwell any longer, I am waiting
You are so beautiful, sweet child

Bring me joy today

Don'’t be afraid to be born, I'm waiting for you
I will protect you from anything

My body has been your body for months
Imagination soars

I wonder, what will you be like?

Look, what’s there, up in the tree?

I hadn’t seen it before — a bird!

Bird of life

Like a vision, sitting in the tree

Bird, bird, a messenger bird

With its red feathers signaling

The arrival of a new life!



for Robin Johannsen, and in memory of Lois Lehrman Grass

Epiphanies
Score is transposed . Jeremy Gill (2024)
1. La nina
(Federico Garcia Lorca)
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